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The heat has certainly been turned up these past few weeks! With water temperatures
hovering in the 80s, we have no excuse not to be enjoying some lake time. From what | have
observed, that is exactly what everyone has been doing. It is always fun to see friends and
families enjoying life on “lake time.”

Recently, there has been some discussion about lake levels on the Sugar Lake Spirit Facebook

page—along with lots of other great posts from all of you. That discussion prompted me to spend some time reviewing
the information available about our beloved lake on the Minnesota DNR website.

The DNR has recorded Sugar Lake water-level data dating back to September 1938. The highest recorded level

occurred on July 11, 2011, at 989.74 feet. The lowest recorded level was 985.20 feet on September 9, 1938 —a
difference of 4.54 feet.

The most recent reading, taken on July 16 of this year, was 987.94 feet. Sugar Lake’s Ordinary High Water Level, or
OHW, is 988.10 ft. Many people mistakenly think that OHW is the average lake or a flood elevation or even an average
spring lake level. It is not, OHW is used by the DNR and Wright County when determining shoreline regulations,
setbacks, and many permitting decisions. It is a legally defined elevation based on long-term evidence left on the
landscape. When you have a chance, browse the DNR’s Sugar Lake webpage. It contains a great deal of useful
information about the lake: Minnesota DNR LakeFinder — Sugar Lake

Here is graph drawn by Al compiling DNR lake level data from the past 50 years for the month of July.
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Last week, | noticed a boat placing small flag buoys approximately 150 feet from shore in front of our home. My

curiosity was piqued, so Marilyn and | went out that evening to investigate. We found four flags, all located in the
northwest corner of the lake.

The next day, we went out again and discovered that the flags had been moved and others had been placed in
different areas. | did not remember seeing these types of markers before, so | contacted the DNR office in Sauk Rapids.
| learned that the Sauk Rapids Area Fisheries staff is conducting a standard survey of Sugar Lake. This survey is
completed every five years, and it will be interesting to see the results. Information from the Fisheries Division can also
be found under “Lake Reports” on the Sugar Lake DNR webpage linked above.


http://www.sugarlake.org/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.html?id=86023300
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.html?id=86023300
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.html?id=86023300
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.html?id=86023300
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.html?id=86023300

One of the DNR flag buoys used during the 2026 Sugar Lake fisheries survey.

August brings our Annual Meeting of the Members. The meeting will be held in conjunction with the regularly
scheduled Board of Directors meeting on Thursday, August 20, at 6:30 p.m. at Corinna Township Hall. The agenda
will include a recap of the association’s activities during the past year and the election of seven directors.

Before the meeting, we will send the annual membership report to all current members of record. All members are
welcome and encouraged to attend.

| do not like to keep beating the same drum—but | will: Sugar Lake Association needs you!

Seven director positions will be filled at the Annual Meeting, which means we need a minimum of seven candidates
on the ballot. So far, three members have volunteered to serve, leaving us at least four candidates short. However,
our goal is not simply to reach the minimum. Having

more than seven candidates would give members a

meaningful choice when casting their ballots and help The lake Is ca““lg =

ensure that the board reflects a variety of interests, : ‘f, Selhng your Jalc home’ :
experiences, and perspectives from around the lake. Ready LU buy Into lake hfe"
There will be a sign-up sheet at the picnic, but | would
love to hear from you beforehand. Please consider
volunteering or encouraging another member whom
you believe would be a good addition to the board.

You can contact me at

dmpopper9303@gmail.com or call me at 763-482-9545. SALFER
RIEATETORE GRT

952-381-4545

lisasalfer@edinarealty.com

See you at the picnic!

Dan Popp
SLA Chair

EdinaRealty.

Your Realtor On The Lake. O it




Sugar Lake
Association Board
Members
2025-2026

Executive Board:

e Chair = Dan Popp

(exp 8/31/2027)

e Vice Chair = Chad Hedlund
(exp. 8/31/2028)

e Treasurer = Craig Allen

(exp. 8/31/2027)

e Secretary = Lisa Salfer

(exp. 8/31/2026)

e Fisheries = Jim Schimelpfenig
(exp. 8/31/2027)

e Membership Chair = Mark Ertl
e Water Quality/Vegetation =
Dan Erdmann

Board Members:
e Ron Elsner
(exp. 8/31/2026)
e Steve Mann
(exp. 8/31/2026)
e Kristin Otten
(exp. 8/31/2026)
eMark Snyder
(exp. 8/31/2026)
e Damin Barnier
(exp. 8/31/2027)
* Bill Biebesheimer
(exp. 8/31/2027)
e Steve Heaney
(exp. 8/31/2027)
e Chuck Bohanon
(exp. 8/31/2028)
e Gary Borrel
(exp. 8/31/2028)
e Cathy Gruys
(exp. 8/31/2028)
e Danya Maurer
(exp. 8/31/2028)
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320-274-6500

Hwy 55 — Annandale
www.Anchor-Dock.com
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Treasurer’s Report = Craig Allen

Account Balances as of June 30, 2026:

* Lake Central Bank Checking: $38,724.36
e Edward Jones: $269,031.13

Sip and Shop Purchase total: $ 6,699

Lake Improvement: Corrina Township awarded contract to
Knife River for Hollister Ave improvement project which installs
in 2 stormceptors. No timeline is set for the project start, but
plan to start sometime this summer.

Water Quality & Lake Health — Dan Erdmann
Water Statistics (July 15, 2026) 2pm

* Clarity: 13.5 ft

* Surface Temperature: 89°F

e Air Temp: 92°F

* Inletlevel: 14 in

e OQutlet level: 19.5 in

e Condition: 2 (1 = very good, 5 = very poor)



Previous years history

. . Culvert Culvert
Date Clarity Water Temp | Air Temp Inlet Outlet
06-19-14 8.5’ 70° 69° 26” 31”
06-17-15 15.5’ 72° 74° 23.50” 29.00”
06-23-16 12.0° 76° 70° 23.25” 27.75”
06-14-17 16.0° 72° 78° 22.00” 26.50”
06-13-18 9.0° 72° 73° 16.25” 21.50”
06-13-19 12.0° 70° 63° 23.00” 28.00”
07-01-20 11.0° 78° 83° 15.50” 21.50”
06-08-21 21.0° 70° 78° 18.00” 23.75”
06-17-22 18.0° 72° 76° 20.50” 26.50”
06-12-23 21.0° 70° 80° 26.5” —
(Missing . . . . .
2024)
06-19-25 14.0° 70° 80° 20.5” 26.0”
89°
07-15-26 13.5’ (surface)/ 92° 14” 19.5”
86° (at 13’)
° °
- Sugar Lake Association 2026 Event
Calendar
Date  [Event  [Time  |locaton |Details/Contact
Free for all SLA members
o 7705 117th Street NW .
Aug 8 Sugar Lake Picnic 12p-3p Games, food, beer and wine,

(Rachel Property) .
raffle, door prizes

Board of Directors |
; Annual meeting; new
Aug 20 Meeting® 6:30p Corinna Township Hall #
. directors elected
(Annual Meeting)

Board of Directors ) )

Sep 17 . 6:30p Corinna Township Hall ~ 3rd Thursday of the month
Meeting*
Board of Directors

Oct 15 . 6:30p Corinna Township Hall  3rd Thursday of the month
Meeting™



/- Membership Matters:
Supporting Sugar Lake in 2026

Your membership and donations to the Sugar Lake Association (SLA) directly support
the lake preservation efforts that keep Sugar Lake healthy, safe, and beautiful for
everyone. Annual dues fund critical programs such as water quality testing, AlS
prevention, and shoreline protection.

It’s time to renew your 2026 membership. If you haven’t had a chance yet, we invite
you to join your neighbors in supporting this year’s preservation work.

£ Renew or Donate Online Annual Membership Dues: $50
Use the link below to pay your annual dues or make an additional donation:

Make Payment Here

(32 Prefer to Mail Your Payment?
Sugar Lake Association

P.O. Box 373 Jp,,.;(_g(f/-z 7 ffzp 7/p((}f “The ({(()();

Annandale, MN 55302 :
since 1974!

OAK

REALTY

OAK REALTY LLP

ANNANDALE & MAPLE LAKE
320.274.5737 | 320.963.2088
WWW.OAKREALTYMN.COM

ind v on () 1] Wllll) (©)

‘sl 2026 Membership Snapshot

We're off to a strong start, but we still need your help to reach full participation.

Total households in SLA database: 290
Memberships renewed for 2026: 225
Memberships not yet renewed: 70

3 new owners on the lake

Every membership, every single one, helps fund the work that protects our lake. If you
haven’t renewed yet, please consider doing so today. Your support truly makes a
difference.


https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/W3_iJ9PzWwvfECMwJN7xqQ
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Photos and Info: Sugar Lake Boat Parade

Friday. July, 3.2026

A huge round of applause to all of our Sugar Lake Boat Parade participants! Every boat brought
energy, creativity, and patriotic flair to the lake, and we’re grateful for each person who took the time
to decorate, gather their crew, and join the fun. Your enthusiasm is what makes this parade such a
beloved tradition.

We’'re excited to recognize our top three winners, whose standout designs rose to the top with
exceptional creativity and presentation:

© 1st Place — Boat #4: “Soccer World Sugar Cup” A vibrant, high-energy theme that turned the
lake into a global celebration. The creativity and detail made this entry unforgettable.

® 2nd Place — Boat #7: “Sugar Disco” A dazzling, music-filled display that brought sparkle, rhythm,
and pure fun to the parade. A crowd-pleasing favorite from start to finish.

© 3rd Place — Boat #10: “Patriotic 250 Years — Statue of Liberty” A beautifully crafted tribute to
America’s 250th anniversary, complete with iconic imagery and heartfelt patriotic spirit.

Thank you to everyone who helped make this year’s parade unforgettable. Your creativity and
community pride lit up Sugar Lake in the best way.
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Seaginty ..

EdinaRealty. Rick Séagraves

-Realtor-

www.soldwithrick.com 320-282-5456




Sugar Lake Picnic: Saturday,
August 8, 2026

& Sugar Lake Picnic Details
" Date: Saturday, August 8,
2026

() Time: 12PM-3PM
> “ Location:
% 7705 117th Street NW
(Rachel Property)

"~ We need your help! Click
SIGN UP NOW and join our

Come see us for
your next project!

Whether you're building, remodeling or have a small home
improvement project, stop in and visit our showroom.

* MAPLE LAKE

|
‘fLUMBER co.
%

V

l
'n

320-963-3612

www.maplelakelumber.com e email: mllbr@maplelakelumber.com
120 Oak Ave South ¢ Maple Lake, MN 55358


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0544A8AB2AA7FD0-64458180-sugar?useFullSite=true#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0544A8AB2AA7FD0-64458180-sugar?useFullSite=true#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0544A8AB2AA7FD0-64458180-sugar?useFullSite=true#/

= Safety Spotlight: Personal
Watercraft Reminders for Sugar Lake

With nearly 100 Personal Watercraft (PWCs) now on Sugar Lake, our shoreline is more
active than ever. As we head into the holiday week, it’s a great time to revisit a few
important safety and courtesy guidelines. These come directly from the 2025 Minnesota
Boating Guide (DNR) and help keep the lake enjoyable for everyone.

& General Boating Rules

It is against the law:

* To operate any watercraft in a careless or reckless manner.

* To operate a watercraft so its wash or wake endangers, harasses, or interferes
with any person or property.

(O Personal WaterCraft (PWC)-Specific Requirements

Operators must:

Maintain slow-no-wake speeds (5 mph or less) within 150 feet of:

* Non-motorized boats

* Shoreline (except when launching or landing skiers directly to/from open
water)

* Docks

e Swim rafts

* Swimmers

* Moored or anchored boats

Operate in a way that does not unreasonably or unnecessarily endanger life,

limb, or property.

*Follow designated operating hours: 9:30 a.m. to one hour before sunset

& A Community Reminder

Sugar Lake has seen a few recent reports of risky or inattentive PWC opgfragion.

With plenty of summer still ahead, this is a perfect moment for all of

recommit to Common Sense and Common Courtesy on the water.

A little awareness — especially during busy holiday weekends —

Sugar Lake safe, welcoming, and enjoyable for everyone who calls it home.

& @ Youth Operator Requirement

Don’t forget: Youth Watercraft Operator permits are now required under

updated state regulations.




unch Info:

ew sign and a set of
self-service AIS
prevention tools has
been approved by the
DNR at the north
landing. These
resources are designed
to help all boaters
follow best practices
and do their part in
preventing the spread
of Aquatic Invasive
Species.

PEAK

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION
( sERVING THE GREATER MIDWEST )

612-562-7823

SPRAY FOAM « FIBERGLASS * WATERPROOFING

AIR BARRIER « HOME ENERGY CONSULTING .

"""“ﬁ"'ﬁ’w‘.
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Do you want to advertise in our
newsletter, or know a local
business owner who might?
Contact SLA at:
sugarlakemember@gmail.com



**If Corinna Township residents wish to use the facility for extended
hours — please see the link below to complete the application for a FOB.
Cost is $30 — FOB is good through Dec. 31, 2026:**

Corinna Residents Compost and Brush FOB Application

@EXWEE‘DR]@

“Friendly Service And
Customer Satisfaction Is Our Goal!” cp"&m&? nlo @4&? /

| «ﬂwg IM Lﬂz/m,aug

FM@@@EX@@W@&H [m@ n@@m MC’s Lawn & Landscaping

Provides Professional

372/0-9/8/0=28/6:1 Installation Services Including

* Block Retaining Walls * Ponds/Waterfalls

* Installation Of All Types Of Septic Systems c P o, Mo Bsuie
* Basement & Foundation Excavation risbiemonsiy e,
. Ba<_:kho_e & Bob_c-at Work » Demol!tion S ChisEr g Spies Se e Mowo -
* Directional Drilling * Hydroseeding « Landecape Lihting  » 28 years experience

Call to Schedule a

'QM OWA Free Consultation!

MINNESOTA ONSITE WASTEWATER ASSOCIATION

MPCA Lic #303 320-492-4848 | MCsLandscaping.com

Corinna Township Town Board meetings are held the first and third Tuesdays of every
month at 7 p.m.

Corinna Town Hall: 9801 Ireland Ave NW, Annandale, MN 55302

Clerk: Mary Barkley Brown PH: 320-274-8049

Visit the Corinna Township website at www.corinnatownship.com.

Clearwater Township Town Board meetings are held the third Tuesday of every month at
7:30 p.m.

Clearwater Town Hall: 15015 State Hwy 24 Clearwater, MN 55320

Clerk: Jean Just Town Hall Phone: 320-558- 6790

Visit the Clearwater Township website at: www.clearwatertownshipmn.govoffice2.com.

Key Contacts: Corinna Township 320-274-8049 | Clearwater Township 320-558-4011 | Zoning: 320-759-1560



http://corinnatownship.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Compost-and-Brush-FOB-Application.pdf
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=4184f430180f45fa67cd00c6aee9c33d32c10a8b7a55fdbb4639cc437dc9b87bJmltdHM9MTc3NzE2MTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=269ec346-5ec1-64ae-12bd-d50a5f9765a1&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-RW1iZWRkZWR-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9Q29yaW5uYSUyMFRvd25zaGlwJTIwT2ZmaWNlJnNzPXlwaWQuWU4zNjAwNjc4OTE0ODY1QTEmcHBvaXM9NDUuMjk0MDA2MzQ3NjU2MjVfLTk0LjA2NzEyMzQxMzA4NTk0X0NvcmlubmElMjBUb3duc2hpcCUyME9mZmljZV9ZTjM2MDA2Nzg5MTQ4NjVBMX4mY3A9NDUuMjk0MDA2fi05NC4wNjcxMjMmdj0yJnNWPTEmRk9STT1NUFNSUEw&ntb=1
http://www.corinnatownship.com/
15015%20State%20Hwy%2024%20Clearwater,%20MN%2055320
http://www.clearwatertownshipmn.govoffice2.com/

Wake Safe Reminder

As we kick off the summer season, we want to share a friendly reminder about Wake Safe
practices on Sugar Lake.

Sugar Lake has become a popular spot for wake surfing. To help protect our shoreline and
maintain a great experience for everyone, we ask wake boats and wake-sports enthusiasts
to use the deeper, central areas of the lake and avoid operating close to shore.

And here’s the good news: During Summer 2025, many Sugar Lakers noticed that wake
boaters did follow these guidelines. Several local anglers, who fish multiple lakes in the
region, have even commented that Sugar Lake wake boaters are noticeably more courteous
and responsible than those on other lakes.

A huge thank-you to the wake boaters who are already doing their part. Your efforts
make a real difference for our shoreline, water quality, and everyone who enjoys the lake.
The Sugar Lake Wake Safe Map below highlights the recommended wake-surfing zone:
500 feet from shore. (20 feet or deeper) These areas are best suited for wake sports with
the least impact on the lake environment.

Your continued cooperation helps keep Sugar Lake healthy and enjoyable for all.

»
‘ B Recommended Wake Area

Sugar Lake

Recommended Wake Boat Area
Areas that are 500 feet from Shore and greater than 20 feet deep

Use of this area decreases shoreline impacts and resuspension of sediment
Be sure to fully treat or drain ballast and bilge water to prevent the spread of AIS

You are responsible for your wake — Be aware of other boaters and hazards
Not suitable for navigation - Lake depths and distances determined from
MN DNR lake depth maps found at https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/index.html
Own Your Wake
Large wakes produced by some watercraft
operated at certain speeds can cause a
number of negative impacts, including:
Y « Shoreline erosion, which results in
S | impaired water quality and property loss | eaf; Sigrlileksodiin
« Damage to others property, A
including docked boats.
» Hazards to public safety both on the
" | water and on shore
P e el www.dnr.state.mn.us/regulations/
z 3 boatwater/index.html




i BACKYARD
REFLECTIONS

We Create Outdoor Dreams

Annandale, MN Pequot Lakes, MN www.backyardmn.com 320-274-6336

\i/‘ DOCK & LIFT \

320-274-6500

Hwy 55 — Annandale
www.Anchor-Dock.com

Hardwood, Carpet,
Laminate, Tile,
Showers & More

— In-Home Consultations & Estimates! —
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